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Academic qualifications are typically classroom-based qualifications which are assessed   
externally through formal exams or moderated coursework, whereas vocational qualifications 
are typically taught in a hands-on manner and assessed internally by the tutor or trainer 
throughout the course, via the completion of practical assignments. 
 
The BTEC vocational qualifications are work-related qualifications offered by PEARSON     
EDEXCEL, suitable for a wide range of learners, built to accommodate the needs of employers 
and also allow progression to university. They provide a more practical, real-world approach 
to learning alongside a key theoretical background in a particular field of study.  
 
With their strong emphasis on developing practical skills inculcating specialist knowledge and 
understanding for a particular sector, BTEC Higher Nationals are recognised internationally by 
employers as providing learners with the key concepts and practical skills for direct          
progression to, or within, employment.  
 
BTEC Qualifications consist of 7 levels 
First introduced in 1984, BTEC which stands for 'Business and Technology Education 

Council', used to run the award. BTEC programmes are now awarded by the Pearson     

Edexcel, UK's largest awarding organization and are offered in more than 100 countries at all 

levels, from pre-GCSE to Degree equivalent. 
 

Level 1 (Certificate) & Level 2 (Diploma) 
These levels are pre O/L courses, suitable for any learners aged between 14 and 16,   
suitable for who are motivated by a work-related courses (not offered at Ladies’ College). 
 

Level 3 (Extended Diploma) 
The Edexcel International Diploma is a unique combination of Edexcel academic and BTEC 
vocational qualifications that creates rounded students, equipped with the key skills, 
knowledge and behaviours that are needed for success in the modern world. It is        
recommended for ages 16-19 and the entry qualification is either completion of level 2 or 
at least 5 passes in O/L including a credit pass in English.  
 

Level 4 (Higher National Certificate) 
Levels 4 – 7 are professional qualifications which enable learners to progress to, or within 
employment, or to continue education. It is recommended for ages above 19 and the 
entry qualification is either completion of level 3 or at least 2 passes in A/L. It is equiva-
lent to first year degree programme in that field of study. 
 

Level 5 (Higher National Diploma) 
Entry qualification is the completion of level 4 and is equivalent to the second year     
degree programme of that field of study.  
 

Level 7 (Extended Higher National Diploma) 
Edexcel BTEC at level 7 is designed to provide focused learning, with a strong emphasis 
on practical skills development alongside the acquisition of requisite knowledge and un-
derstanding of the business sector. This programme is particularly suitable for mature 
learners. A possible progression path after a level 7 diploma is to enter a university MBA 
top-up program.  

New opportunities for Learning   



     

 

Mandatory Units: 
1. The Hospitality Industry 
2. Principles of Supervising Customer Service Perfor-
mance in Hospitality, Leisure, Travel and Tourism 

3. Providing Customer Service in Hospitality 
4. Financial Control in Hospitality 

 
Optional Units: 
5.   Supervisory Skills in the Hospitality Industry 
6.   Food and Drinks Service 
7.   Alcoholic Beverage Service 
8.   The Principles of Food Safety Supervision for Catering 
9.   Food Service Organisation 
10. European Food 
11. Asian Food 
12. Contemporary World Food 
13. Advanced Skills and Techniques In Producing Desserts   
      and Petits Fours 
14. Environment and Sustainability in Hospitality 
15. Principles of Nutrition for Healthier Food and Special Diets 
16. Hospitality Business Enterprise 
17. E-business for Hospitality 
18. Marketing for Hospitality 

19. Personal Selling and Promotional Skills for Hospitality 
20. Human Resources in Hospitality 
21. Events Organisation in Hospitality 
22. Planning and Managing a Hospitality Event 
23. Accommodation Operations in Hospitality 
24. Front Office Operations in Hospitality 
25. Personal and Professional Development in Hospitality 
26. Industry-related Project in Hospitality 

Units in the two-year BTEC Level 3 in Hospitality 
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PATH TO PROGRESSION 
It’s your Choice  

GCE O/L 

Qualification 

GCE A/L  
(Local) 

UNIVERSITY 

Second Year  

First Year  

Third Year  

Completion of a General Degree 

� This shall not be applicable to 

special Degree programmes such 

as medicine, engineering, law etc.  

� If the students have competed 

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in 

Hospitality, they shall be exempted 

from the 1st year of Hospitality 

Degree programme of selected 

universities. 

Ladies’ College  
A : 66, Sir Ernest de Silva Mawatha, Colombo 7, Sri Lanka. 
T : +94 11 2 574 303 ext 238 ||  F : +94 11 5 518 243   

E : lclondonalevel@gmail.com 
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